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Governments should spend money on railways rather than roads. To what extent do

you agree or disagree with the statement?

It is now widely debated whether governments should invest more money in roads than

in railways. Some claim that road networks are far more effective and convenient for

public transport. However, I do not agree with the opinion for the following reasons.

Admittedly, it is true that building road networks costs less investment from

governments compared with building railways. This is because railway construction is

a system that includes building railway networks, stations and trains, which consumes
a budget many governments cannot afford. Nonetheless, driving cars on roads provides
very low efficiency for public transport, despite less money invested. To be specific,
the cost of delivering goods per kilometer by vehicles is usually several times higher
than by trains.

On the other hand, it is obviously beneficial to environmental protection that

governments invest in railways. For example, Chinese fast train systems produce low
emission of carbon dioxide, an achievement beyond imagination by road transportation.
In contrast, private cars cause serious air pollution but governments can do nothing but
tax drivers more. In addition, development of railways and trains boosts advance of
technology, especially in the fields of material, engineering and computer science,
which is also one of responsibilities of governments. For instance, benefiting from the
advanced techniques of automation, Chinese fast trains can run so smoothly that
passengers almost feel like sitting on sofa at home. Hence, money spent on railways

equals investment in promotion of technology.

Therefore, although building roads costs less money from governments, it is

worthwhile for them to invest more in railways. By doing so we can make sure that

environment will be protected and technology will be promoted in the meantime.
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